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Rousseau, " appeared to me so right, so sensible, so just,
that if I did not openly boast of it, it was solely out of
consideration for the mother. But I told it to all those
who knew of our liaison. I told it to Diderot, to Grimm ;
I told it later on to Madame d'Epinay, and later still to
Madame de Luxembourg. Whilst I was thus making
confidences on my side, Madame Levasseur was also
making hers, but with less disinterested motives. I had
introduced her and her daughter to Madame Dupin,
who, out of friendship for me, showed them a thousand
kindnesses. The mother told her daughter's secret.
Maclaine Dupin, who is kind and generous, and who did
not know how careful I was, notwithstanding the small-
ness of rny means, to provide them with everything
necessary, looked after them with a liberality which, by
her mother's orders, the daughter concealed from me
through the whole time of my residence at Paris, and
only confessed to me some time afterwards, at the
Hermitage. ... I did not know that Madame Dupin
was so well informed ; she never gave me any sign of
being so." *

In other words, Madam Dupin's friendship for
Rousseau was in no way chilled by Madame Levas-
seur's revelations. Nor did his own confession of
the state of affairs between himself and Therese, to
Madame d'Epinay, and, later on, to the Duchess of
Luxembourg, inteirfere with the affectionate enthusiasm
these ladies bestowed on him, in the days when he
enjoyed their favour. Even Diderot, the severe moral
censor, who, later on, made it the first duty of friend-
ship to warn the unrepentant Jean Jacques of his back-
slidings from the path of virtue, even Diderot does not
seem to have ever remonstrated with Rousseau upon his
tyrannical treatment of Therese, and his cruelty in
robbing her of her children ! On the contrary, we
are forced to conclude that, if the self-righteous philo-
sopher did not positively approve of Jean Jacques' conduct
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